
Joash Drop 2019

  
Joash Drop – Advance the Mission of the Church by attacking major financial obstacles to ministry 

 Joash Drop 2019 - June 2nd - Pay down parsonage mortgage of $209,000 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 
In Second Chronicles, Chapter 24 of the Bible, young King Joash, with the counsel of his leaders, makes a decision to  
repair the temple. He askes the priests to assist in collecting an offering to repair their place of worship.  The campaign 
began as Joash reminded the people of their history and how Moses took "a one-time collection" while they were in the 
wilderness.  Joash instructed them that "this too will be similar."  Then, they placed a large chest outside the temple for 
the offering.  The Bible reports that this voluntary tax, rooted in their history, "pleased the Israelites and the leaders."   
 

And so, since 2007, we too have placed a large chest in the worship place and invited people to ask God's direction and 

participate in the financial and program path forward of the Sharptown Church.   The Joash Drop, an annual offering 
during the morning worship services in which folks bring their offerings and place them in a large chest, originated as an 
all-church initiative to make accelerated payments on the outstanding debt of our worship center.  A lower debt burden 
increases cash flow for additional areas of ministry.  Since the inception of this yearly offering, God's blessing, and the 
remarkable generosity of the Sharptown congregation, has resulted in well over $600,000 above the annual church 
budget. These proceeds have been given toward debt reduction and kingdom expansion.  It has been incredible! 
 

As we make plans for Joash 2019, we look forward to gathering together on June 2nd and celebrating the faithfulness 
of God through our legacy of Joash Drops and preparing for what God has in store for our future.  The memories of 
God's faithfulness, remarkable grace, and provision are easily recalled.  We praise God for:  
 

 the mortgage on our worship center of $760,000 being paid off in less than 10 years 

 purchasing and paying off the property at 8 Chapel Street for additional parking 

 purchasing and paying off the 39 Main Street home that has offered housing for youth directors 

 a "facelift" for the worship facility and adjoining classrooms 

 Vacation Bible School Outreach ministry with Sharptown North 
 

The mortgages of our worship center, the parking lot on 8 Chapel Street and the property on 39 Main Street have all 
been paid for in full and burned in front of the congregation.  We have only one outstanding debt, the church 
parsonage where Pastor Doug and Julie reside.   The current mortgage balance of this property is $209,000 with 
monthly payments of $1,821 over the next 12 years.   Debt and monthly payments can be a hindrance and it’s our 
desire to ‘throw off everything that hinders’ to be financially prepared for future opportunities God places before 
Sharptown Church - perhaps new ministries and programs, perhaps additional property or staff, perhaps additional 
missions or outreach initiatives, or perhaps it’s something we haven’t yet even considered.  But, we want to be in a 
position to respond as God leads. 
 
God has been faithful in the past.  God is faithful today.  And with an eye toward the future, we look forward to what is 
next.  God is good!  It is with a sense of excitement and expectation that we look forward to this year's Joash Drop and 
invite you to prayerfully consider your partnership in our 2019 Joash Drop.  All monies given will be immediately applied 
to the principal mortgage balance of the church parsonage.   
 
Please bring your offering in the envelope provided on June 2nd.  To God be the Glory.  Can’t wait to see what God has 
planned for our future! 
 
  Karl Hantho, Administrative Board Chair   Shawn Brown, Finance Chair 

  Karl Hantho      Shawn Brown  


